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              Steven Wilken served in the US Army during the turbulent years of 

1969-1971, including 13 months in stationed at Long Binh, Vietnam. He later 

graduated from the University of Texas at Arlington with a BA in History and 

Political Science.  Steve wrote the book Why Didn't You Have to go to Vietnam, 

Daddy? in 2007 when events brought back memories that he no longer wished to 

suppress. He hopes that telling this story now will help a younger generation 

understand the forces that shaped their parent's lives. He makes his home in 

Arlington, Texas. 
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Introducing the newest title by Starving Writers Publishing….      
 

 
By  Steve Wilken     

The Vietnam Story that you’ve never been told ! 

    

 
              ~ Available at ~ 

 
Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble,  

Borders, Books A Million , 
The Starving Writers Bookstore. 

      THE REVISED EDITION - Why Didn’t You Have To Go To 
Vietnam, Daddy? It’s a question children have been asking 
since the 1960’s.  Only a true Vietnam War veteran could 
write such a biting, satirical, revealing look into the everyday 
lives of soldiers within Vietnam. In the tradition of MASH and 
Catch 22, Why Didn’t You Have To Go To Vietnam, Daddy is 
brutally honest about the widespread drug use among GI's, and 
a new insight into the antiwar feelings of many in the US Army.  
It’s a snapshot of America in the late 1960's, the time of the 
military draft that singled out those sent to Vietnam, and those 
left behind.  It’s not like any other book you may have ever read 
about the Vietnam era, including the cruel twists of fate that 
awaited many returning veterans.  The book is part anti-war 
novel, part history book, and part biography of the counter 
culture from the Vietnam Generation. Why Didn’t You Have To 
Go To Vietnam, Daddy is a must-read for all who lived during 
those tumultuous times, and anyone who wants a better 
understanding of the Vietnam War's legacy among the baby 
boomer generation.  
 

 

          Street Date -  January 20, 2009 
ISBN 978-1-932996-234; Paperback ; 8 x 5 inches.  

Distributed through Ingram books and returnable to the publisher. 



 
Find out more about the book by going to RememberingVietnam.com 
 

 
 

 
www.rememberingvietnam.com 

 
 
EXCERPT  FROM THE BOOK -    "If you were lucky enough to have been born 
after about 1955, this must all sound like the ravings of some madman. The draft 
was ended in 1973, and those turning 18 no longer had to fear being conscripted 
against their will. They were free to pursue their own dreams, and enjoy the best 
years of their lives going to college, or hanging out at the drive-in with Peggy 
Sue. Their lives would never be used by the Government as instruments of war 
without their consent. They even got the right to vote, something more than half 
of all those whose names are on that shiny black granite wall in Washington, DC, 
never had. I was mad all right, if not a madman. Maybe your daddy was one of 
those with a bumper sticker on his car that said:   “America! Love it or leave it!” 
Well, I had left America for over two years, and America could kiss my ass. You 
too, daddy." 
 
 

The Vietnam War was one of the most tragic events in American history 
and we should never forget what happened. We Should remember those that 
came back, changed forever and those that never did. We should remember the 
mistakes that were made and the political climate of deception that divided 
America. RememberingVietnam.com is dedicated to the men and women that 
fought during the war and the brave soldiers that never came back. This website 
is also the home for the Vietnam story you've never been told - Why Didn't You 
Have To Go To Vietnam, Daddy by Steve Wilken. 

 

 


